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IN THE UNTIED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
COMBINED DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY 

As a below named inventor, 1 hereby declare that; my residence, post office address and citizenship arc as 
stated below next to my name; that I verily believe that I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one 
name is listed below) or a joint inventor (if plural inventors are named below) of the subject matter which is 
claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled: 

MUD SUCTION UNIT 

the specification of which 

(check one) □ is attached hereto. 

□ was filed on _ 

as U.S. Application Serial No. 

H was filed on August 25. 2000 

as PCT International Application No. PCT / DE00/0292 1 . 

and (if applicable) was amended on - 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the ahove identified specification, including 
the claims, as amended by any amendment referred to above. 

T acknowledge the duty to disclose information known to me which is material to the examination of this 
application in accordance with Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, §§ 1.56(a) and (b), which state: 

"(a) A patent by its very nature is affected with a public interest. The public interest is best served, 
and the most effective patent examination occurs when, at the time an application is being examined, 
the Office is aware of and evaluates the teachings of all information material to patentability. Each 
individual associated with the filing and prosecution of a patent application has a duty of candor and 
good faith in dealing with the Office, which includes a duty to disclose to the Office all information 
known to that individual to be material to patentability as defined in this section. The duty to disclose 
information exists with respect do each pending claim until the claim is cancelled or withdrawn from 
consideration, or the application becomes abandoned. Information material to tlie patentability that 
is cancelled or withdrawn from consideration need not be submitted if the information is not material 
to the patentability of any claim remaining under consideration in the application. There is no duty 
to submit information which is not material to the patentability of any existing claim. The duty to 
disclose all information known to be material to patentability is deemed to be satisfied if ail 
information known to be material to patentability of any claim issued in a patent was cited by the 

Office or submitted to the Office in the manner prescribed by §§ l >97(b>(d) and i .96. However, no 

patent will be granted on an application in connection with which fraud on the Office was practised 
or attempted or the duty of disclosure was violated through bad faitb or intentional misconduct. The 
Office encourages applicants to carefully examine: 

(I) prior art cited in search reports of a foreifln patent office in a counterpart application, 
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(2) the closest information over which individuals associated with the filing or prosecution 
of a patent application believe any pending claim patentably defines, to make sure that any 
material information contained therein is disclosed to the Office. 

(b) Under this section, information is material to patentability when it is not cumulative to 
information already of record or being made of record in the application, and 

(1) It establishes, by itself or in combination with other information, a prima facie case of 
unpatentability of a claim; or 

(2) It refutes, or is inconsistent with, a position die applicant takes in: 

(i) Opposing an argument of unpatentability Telicd cm by the Office, or 

(ii) Asserting an argument of patentability, 

A prima facie case of unpatentability is established when the information compels a conclusion that 
a claim is unpatentable under the preponderance of evidence, burden-of-proof standard, giving each 
term in the claim its broadest reasonable construction consistent with the specification, and before any 
consideration is given to evidence which may be submitted in an attempt to establish a contrary 
conclusion of patentability.* 1 



I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under 35 United States Code, § 1 19 and/or § 365 of any foreign 
application(s) for patent or inventor's certificate listed below and have also identified below any foreign 
application for patent or inventor's certificate filed hy me or my assignee disclosing the subject matter claimed 
in this application and having a filing date (1) before that of the application on which priority is claimed, or 
(2) \ f no priority claimed, before The filing of this application: 



PRIOR FOREIGN APPLICATIONS) 



Number Country 



Filing Date 
(Day/Month/Year) 



Date First 
Laid-open or 
Published 



Date 
Patented 
or Granted 



Priority 
Claimed? 



199 42 187.0 Germany 3 September 1999 



Yes 



I hereby claim the benefit under 35 United States Code, § 119(e) of any United States provisional 
application(s) listed below: 

Application Number Filing Date 

none 

I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, §120 of any United States application(s) listed 
below and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this application is not disclosed in the prior 
United States application in the manner provided by the first paragraph of Title 35, United States Code, § 1 1 2, 
I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to patentability as defined in Title 37, Code 
of Federal Regulations, § 1 .56(a) which became available between the filing date of the prior application and 
the national or PCT international filing date of this application: 

PRIOR U.S. OR PCT APPUCATION(S) 



Application No, Filing Date 

(day/monthfycar) 



Status 

(pendvig t abandontd. grunted) 
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I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made 
on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with the 
knowledge that wilful false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, 
under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such wilful false statements may jeopardize 
the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon, 

I hereby appoint the following patent agents with full power of substitution, association and revocation to 
prosecute this application and/or international application and to transact all business in the Patent and 
Trademark Offioe connected therewith; 



, RALPH A, DOWELL (Reg, No. 26868) 
PLEASE SEND CORRESPONDENCE TO: Customer No. 000293 



DOWELL & DOWELL, P.C 
Suite 309 

1215 Jefferson Davis Highway 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 
U.S.A. 



Attention: Ralph A. Dowell 



Telephone No.: (703) 415-2555 
Fax No.: (703)415-2559 



INVENTOR'S SIGNATURE: 



Date: 



Inventor's Name: 



Dieter 



HOFFMEIER 



(First) 



(Middle Initial) 



(Family Name) 



Country of Citizenship; 



Germany 



Residence: Ibbenburen, Germany 

(City, Province. Country) ™ 
Post Office Address: MOnsterstrasse 255, 49479 IbhenbOren, Germany 



(File 05200-21 AGSAm) 
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EV TEE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
COMBINED DECLARATION AND FOWKR Of AXTOJRTJEY 

As a below nAtned invenTnr, I taaty declare Tfcan tny resldcaee, post office addreai and eidzanihip arc &j 
^tBdbolcxwi\«ctto trty aamo; t^IvetUy b^'^cthatlam the ofigtnfll, itrflt and sole mv mtm (if only ons 
narnaia liitnd below) or a joint iffwrcor Q£ plural invemnrs are named below) of the subject maner Which is 

ihc opcvifiutiiimi of which 

□ filed on 

ri U.S . Application Serial No, _ > 

B wafl tiled on August 25., ZOOQ 

oa PCX Intamfltwnia Application No. PCX / DEO0/D292U 

urul (if wppIU-*bIe) wa* ana cpded on 

I Iz^efry ran? Thar I bjwt? rtMewtd md \m/J*orand T&a cnnriajw off flfr abovg ideffl ^fled g pa qfioo ttoa. tao lnding 
the olatma. a* maided by «ny amendment rKfaredtoaboTc, 

1 ac]axowiedg» tfae dtrty to diiclo*? aafanrtitlra temvmi to rot *rixich is material to the pxamjnalion of tfaia 
application in acccrdanctj wit Title 37. Cod* of f odnral lUcukuaaa. 69 and. (DX wlddi slate 

To) Aprtenxbyiia^ayiiatutciBaScctDdw^apqbUfi inoccat Tlwpubllo tataofc bbcat served, 
and tSe most effective patoit euurifnadon pccttf az tJm time an g^sptfiartrm U befog ra^TDtoedi 
th» Office u *+*tv of and ev*luat»c flio *mch*zg* of all faifannmlou ttpinrial to p»*xrt»bility 4 Bach 
individual ttUortBtrd with the filing aud proaeoutjon of & patent application baa q duty of candor and 
good ftldl to dealing ^gjth the Office; -which jnclades a day to disclose to the Office all infegnitjeca 
knowntotfaat iiidhdd^ to to material to ?«tM^ Ha durytn dbelota 

Snformnrion urim with respect tn au4i pmfiir\g claim until lhn olaim cancelled or withdrawn ftxtfn 
coafideratios^ or application beeomee AbssdasecL infonn gtlon material to the psrftcttWHty tfasi 
b cancelled or withdrtwxi fiom considOTtioa need not "be submitted if tfaa fafbnnatiau ia not material 
to fee patentability of any claim iwaainiaf under cOftti&cwion vn lh« ippHoaxioQ. Thm is no ctoy 
to gubmtt fafoimadon yjilch it not'infttcrial to &c patecatalhy of any existing olaia, Tbcdutyto 
diiolase all tofermnTfon known xo be mazcrifl] to paTtmsMtry Is decmsd 10 he satftflerf if z\\ 
taftximation town to bo snaxmlal to pntentability of any claim touad tn a pitaat wxj o(tod by ft* 
Office or submitted tath»0£Eca in wnuaioarBracribodby fl8 1.97CbMd)na4 1*99. However, no 
patent wiU ba granted on an application fn eoanectioo with wtaieb ftw id on tte Ofliea t^s p^ksrisad 
or rttpmpteKl pr fee duly of diaolo^ure wcu> violctod through b [id fhith cr Ifltcntjcnnl tak&rrvhufc Tha 
OHive cDWunufet applicants tn caxvfizUy T'ainfrT 

(1} prior art cited in laarcbxvpetts ot'a tjoyign patwgt qflico in a eeonXavpavt applics&tlonf 



•FrctntPaterrtanwalt Kavser +43 238122404 



iu:« su*/ r.uuss 



l 2 J tb* closest infunnafcon av? r which individuals associated with the filing ox pntfecnrian 
of a patent application believe any pending claim pateatab ry defines, to make *uro tH*fc «y 
mAiexicJ information ecntamad therein Id disclosed to tfce OfiTue. 

(b) Under this iJcction, kLfunaatlon is material to patintsbfliry whan it in not cumulative to 
Information already of neord cr * «£n£ ma4* ot'Tweoxd fa th« ippUcAtion. osd 

(ID It oiablisic5» by itself combination -with other xufannatioa, a prima feciu cue of 

impatentaWiry of a. claim; or 

(?) It rcfuira, of Ja Jnaoosstant */ith, & position Qie applicant tafcw in: 

CD Opposing &n Hrgmnem of uupnEnaiiflity relied on by the Offica, ur 
(u) Ac&ertiiig an argument of patentability. 

A prima fecii cxto of unpatentabiH y u esnhhsned when the jn&rafitum eeijrpolfi a oondigjea that 
a wlttlm ^ uuygteutabla under tfac preponderance of evidence, burden-c£pje<of stmodarrL yjvfng each 
tenn m th* claim its btuadegt WJoaablr awLStrtjerfon consistent **idx die epeexficxtion, oad before Riiy 
conHidaration is ftven to ctUooo ^hicU Buy bo Bubtniuod in an wrapt to oat&btish a contrary 
concIusicDi ar pmmralJiHiy/ 

T hereby cfciTn foreign priority benefits under 35 Uniftfd State* Code. § 119 »d/ar § 365 of wry fbro^n 
flpplic*tfoii(fi) for patent or invinior's cercifiew liri*d below and havo al*o identified below tay Jbrefgn 
nppliauiDn for palcat or mvemort ccrti£«Uc Qad by znc or my rigaec di3clG3iiis tic jobjeri mifer eloincd 
in this ajipEcaSon and liKvinj a CHflf dan? (l) fc^fbr* that of the mpplirauon. on wMch priority is ele imeri or 
(Z) if no priority claimed, before tho filing of thia •yplioation; 



PRIOR FOREIGN APPLTCATCOKffl) 



Number Country 



Filing nua 
(Dcy/tf onth/Ycar) 



199 43 187.0 GeOTony 3 Septani^r 1999 



Data fin* 
tn(d*op£n or 
Pnbliflhad 



Dote 
or Granted 



Priority 
Clsimod? 



1 haroby cWm the benefit under 35 United States Code, § H9(o) of «ny United Ststea proviTionnl 
appHoarioTi^) Jisred below: * 



Application Nutnbc 



I bwfcy claim benefit \ader Ixfifl 35, United Sto Co^ §120 of any I&ftod Stotoo wpli«ttion(c) Ik^d 
Udow oud, iaev£u ua Uia fiubjecl matte* of each of the claira of ^ flppUefltfon not dbeloscd in lie prior 
United States application fn Ac manner provided by ths flrstpawgnph of Xofla 35 % Unried Sato Cede, §112, 
1 itffcnowlodEo tto dwtf to dwdopo jnfo n na r j on ^*deh io roatorifiJ io patentability ea defined in Tvfle 37, Code 
of Federal Rrpulidons. 91 wTtfob besatps availaWo lww«3iihe fittag daie of the prior appHcaacn mid 

tfap natigpal or PCT iHlemfttifmttl filing date nf^Mw ^pliettdcau 
PRIOR U^. Qa PCT APPIJCATIPNfgl 



Piling Date 



Statna 



FromSPatentanwalt Kovser 



+49 238122404 



i-yo<j r.uuo f-188 

01/03/2002 10:44 #027 P. 004 



lliurcby d*?lar» that all Btatemcnte trade heroin of my own Jaiowledga ace true sad that all jtEtcmcnta mada 
an infrgnittaa and ttcliet' an? belnwd to be true; smd further that tbesff stattnwnta were made wfafc. tbfi 
kaoModse tbrt^dlfiil fnbe abflcmctfl g tad the like so made or? punishable by find of imprisonment, « both, 
under Sccrlon 1 001 Of TTttt 7* fifth* IJnftfld Stated Code and that ffudh wilfellnlse sramracaa tnay jeopenfize 
the v*liziiv of ftp eppliofltlon or any patent icsued tierooa 

I fc^rwby appotnt the fbllavjng pxivnt agonU with foil pc^cr dciibrnrimnn, asiaciarinn <n4 revocation to 
pruScCXXtC this application cmVar ictfinintlwnal application and tw transact nil business in the Patent and 
T**4em*rtc USioc connected ftie wwifa 



RALPH A, DOWELL CRog> Na 2f586S) 
PLEASE SEND CORRESPONDENCE TO; 



Customer Nol 

DOWEli & DOWEIXv P.C, 
Suite 309 

1215 Jof&reoaDffVh Highway 
Arlington. Virginia 23202 

Atrenrfnn: Ralph A^ Howell 

T^hoBoNo.:X7Q3J 415-2555 
Fas Np,: (703) 415-2359 



X INVENTOR'S gI<^ATURB ^!A ^ 



Inventory Name; 



_Pict6r 




Conmry of Citizansh^ 
Rjiriclaiuw; 



HOFPMEIER 



(FUmUyNamt) 



Germany 



ft^Kr Proline* Ccunsry) 
Poit Office Addr w Mqnattxratryao 255. 4^479 Ibb cnUfcgn, Gwnzwvy 



